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FORUM MEETING JUNE 9-10 
The South-East Marine Protection Forum (SEMPF) recently met for two days at the Royal Albatross 
Centre at Tairoa Head. Over the two days, SEMPF members were deliberating about the values of 
various areas that are under discussion along the South East Coast. Feedback SEMPF members have 
received through their engagement with their stakeholder groups has informed their deliberations. 

 
The SEMPF will meet again to continue deliberations on 23-25 June, and further meetings will be 
held in July. Draft recommendations will be released for public consultation in October this year. 

 
The SEMPF process has been, and continues to be, driven by feedback from the public which will 
inform its draft recommendations. Once they are published, the public have another opportunity 
through the public consultation process to provide feedback on those draft recommendations. That 
feedback will contribute to shaping the final recommendations that will be delivered to the 
Government in April 2017. 

 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Many of you may have read a number of letters to the Editor in the Otago Daily Times in the latter 
part of last month expressing opinions about the SEMPF process and the level of engagement of the 
recreational fishing representatives on the SEMPF. The Chair of the SEMPF, Maree Baker – Galloway 
has submitted a response to the ODT which has yet to be published. 

 
It is important that the wider perspective is understood in relation to the SEMPF process. So, for 
your information, Maree’s letter of response is as follows: 

 
As the Chair of the South East Marine Protection Forum I write in response to recent 
correspondence regarding the process generally, and some Forum members individually, 
over the past few weeks. 

 
In relation to the attention drawn to the two representatives of recreational fishing 
interests, Nelson Cross and Tim Ritchie, particularly in the letters published on 26 May and 
earlier, I wish to state that as Chair I have had oversight of the fact that both of these Forum 
members have been working very hard to ascertain the views of the recreational fishing 
community. The interests of recreational fishers are wide ranging and diverse, and the 
difference between approaches to engagement by both Tim and Nelson is a deliberate 
attempt to ensure the Forum understands the full spectrum of views and concerns that 
recreational fishers have about where marine protected areas should and should not be. 

 
I am very pleased that the process the Forum has been handed by the Government is getting 
attention from the public, as this is exactly what we need - input from the public at every 
stage. The forum has been particularly proactive in seeking public views BEFORE it notifies 
draft recommendations in October calling for public submissions, which it will then take into 
account before making final recommendations to the Government by the end of April 2017. 

 
Input is especially helpful when it focuses on the objective all Forum members signed up to 
when they accepted their respective nomination to be on the Forum, which is to be part of a 
process that is to "protect marine biodiversity by establishing a network of Marine Protected 
Areas that is comprehensive and representative of the South East coast’s marine habitats 
and ecosystems ". 



The Forum continues to seek the views of interested parties and encourages people to 
contact the Forum member they feel most comfortable working with, or alternatively 
contact the Forum via the Forum website www.south-eastmarine.org.nz. 

 
Yours faithfully 
Maree Baker-Galloway 
Chair, South East Marine Protection Forum 

 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR MARINE PROTECTION ON SOUTH-EAST COAST 
The findings of a questionnaire circulated by the SEMPF last year suggest that there is strong 
community support for some form of marine protection on the South Island’s south-east coast. Of 
the 301 people who participated in the OurSeaYourSay questionnaire, 90% said, ‘Yes something 
needs to be done to protect the marine values of the region’. Only 8% said, ‘Nothing needs to be 
done’. 

 
SEMPF Chairwoman Maree Baker- Galloway says the questionnaire was one way of reaching into the 
community to gain some broad understanding, and enable community to input to the marine 
protected area process. Other methods used have included public meetings and direct contact with 
interested individuals and groups. 

 
“It was never intended to be a rigorous social survey, rather it has allowed the SEMPF to understand 
a little more of the history of the marine environment, what has changed, what people value about 
it, what the threats are to those values and what communities want to see happen to their marine 
environments in the future. 

 
“The number and quality of responses demonstrates how important the coastal area is to the people 
of the region.” 

 
The most popular activities in marine spaces were: going to the beach (70%); swimming (54%); 
fishing – recreational (52%); marine mammal watching (50%); and collecting shellfish (50%). 

 
The main values identified included: biodiversity values - bryozoan reefs, coastal reefs and other 
biogenic habitats; water quality and water visibility; healthy marine environment/ecosystem; areas 
of natural and historic value to Ngai Tahu, artefact digs, fossils; fishing, food gathering, mahinga kai, 
and kaimoana; vegetation and wildlife values; education, employment, recreation, and scenic and 
spiritual values. 

 
Half of the questionnaire participants considered that the environment had declined to some degree 
while 15% thought it hadn’t changed and 8% thought it had improved. This was relatively consistent 
across all parts of the region. 

 
The main risks and threats to the environment that were identified related to fishing, wildlife, land 
use practices and development, water quality, erosion, rubbish and pollution, sedimentation, pests, 
vehicles and dogs, and visitor pressure. 

 
Overall, the main suggestions for protection were: marine reserves; various options for other types 
of marine protected areas; networks of marine protected areas; land/sea protection and restoration; 
access; and fisheries restrictions. Some participants also suggested that any options shouldn’t impact 
recreational fishing. 

http://www.south-eastmarine.org.nz/


CHANNEL 39 – INTERVIEW WITH NEVILLE PEAT. 
An interview with SEMPF Member Neville Peat on the work of the SEMPF was broadcast last month 
on channel 39. This can be viewed at: 
http://www.dunedintv.co.nz/interview/nightly-interview-neville-peat-2 

 

OTAGO DAILY TIMES FEATURE SATURDAY 16 APRIL 
The Otago Daily Times ran a three- page feature on the work of the SEMPF in its weekend magazine, 
The Mix. If you missed it here is a link to the two features. 
http://www.odt.co.nz/lifestyle/magazine/379883/saving-our-seas 
http://www.odt.co.nz/lifestyle/magazine/379884/marine-protection-how-they-see-it 

 
 

Join up to SeaSketch 
 

SeaSketch is an interactive mapping tool that the SEMPF is using to help with their planning. Now 
you can join up to SeaSketch and start creating your own plans and share your ideas with others. 

New features within the southeastmarine.seasketch.org project allow members of the public to 
create different types of marine protected areas, pull them together into a network, and get 
feedback on how well the plans meet the objectives of the MPA Policy. You can also share your plans 
with others by posting to the public discussion forum within SeaSketch. 

The existing “areas under discussion” that the SEMPF released last year are also available for viewing 
in SeaSketch. You’ll find them in the “Public Notification” section under the ‘Participate’ tab in 
SeaSketch (or follow the link http://seasket.ch/iwrslSuYhi). We’ll be posting some tips on using 
SeaSketch on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/southeastmarine) over the next few 
weeks. 

 
Have your say and encourage others to do the same. 

 
Freephone: 0800 687 729 

south-eastmarine.org.nz 

facebook.com/southeastmarine 

Email: sempf@doc.govt.nz / 

ktanner@doc.govt.nz 
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